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Number of Pledges Collected/Signs Distributed: 162

Cornell Cooperative Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program: 

Home For A Gnome Pesticide Reduction 
Outreach and Education

Innovation - Impact - Engagement - Replicate
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Erie County Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program
The CCE Master Gardeners provided technical 
assistance to Erie County for the Home for the 
Gnomes pesticide reduction program. They 
developed healthy lawn outreach materials, made 
healthy lawn presentations, held in person outreach, 
registered pesticide free lawn pledges, distributed 
signs and mapped lawn sign locations. The pledge 
can be taken online at: http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/
gardening/-erie-county-healthy-lawns-campaign.

For more information contact: Sharon Bachman, 
Agriculture & Natural Resource Coordinator
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Erie County - 
Master Gardener Volunteer Program
212 South Grove Street, East Aurora, NY 14052
sin2@cornell.edu



Green Springville: 
Solarize Southtowns

Innovation - Impact - Engagement - Replicate
Green Springville - Solarize Southtowns
Green Springville is a volunteer based not-for-profit organization whose mission 
is to promote sustainable living in Springville and surrounding communities. 
Green Springville hosts regular speaker events and local clean-up efforts. In 2019 
Green Springville began a large-scale community campaign to expand knowledge, 
dispel myths, promote the benefits and assist in the adoption of solar electric 
power across Southern Erie County called Solarize Southtowns. 

Working with 5 municipalities, Solarize Southtowns held 40 events, engaged 
over 120 residents across 14 zip codes and helped 34 homeowners install solar 
systems on their property. The program installed enough solar array to reduce 
regional greenhouse gasses by 271 metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions 
(MTCO2e) annually. Comparatively, 354 acres of mature forest consumes this 
amount from the atmosphere in a year. 

In addition, Solarize Southtowns was the first to include Solar-For-All, a NYSERDA 
program for low income residents. This program helped older residents on a fixed 
income to access solar electricity and reduce their energy bills. This program 
continues to be available to income eligible residents throughout Erie County and 
across New York State.

For more information about this program contact:
Reed Braman, Green Springville
www.facebook.com/GreenSpringville
greenspringvilleinfo@gmail.com



ECC & Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper: 
Water Academy

Innovation - Impact - Engagement - Replicate
Erie Community College and Buffalo Niagara 
Waterkeeper – Water Academy
Working together, this innovative partnership 
provides a field based environmental course twice 
a year. The Water Academy educates students, 
professionals, teachers and citizens. Over 475 
participants have taken the course. This program 
is building the environmental capacity of WNY 
and improving the health and wellbeing of our 
community.

For more information contact:
Robbyn Drake  
Adjunct Coordinator
Erie Community College
ROBBYNDRAKE@GMAIL.COM

Ron Zietz
Sr. Coordinator of Community Engagement
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper   
RZIETZ@BNWATERKEEPER.ORG



WNY PRISM: 
Watercraft Inspection Stewardship Program

Innovation - Impact - Engagement - Replicate
New York Partnership for Regional Invasive Species 
Management (WNY PRISM) Watercraft Inspection 
Stewardship program
One of eight regional partnerships, WNY PRISM 
is protecting our aquatic resources by fighting 
the spread of invasive species. Boat stewards are 
teaching boat owners to identify and remove 
invasive species from their boats at seven public 
boat launches in WNY. This program resulted in 
5,672 inspections, removal of 491 invasive species, 
and conversation with nearly 14,000 individuals.

For more information about this program contact: 
Andrea Locke , Coordinator WNY PRISM
SUNY Buffalo State, Great Lakes Center, SAMC 319. 
1300 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo, NY 14222
lockeas@buffalostate.edu 


